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HERE AT LAST!

PWMRC Members Ken Meade (left) and Tim Barr (right) pose by the club’s new module transport trailer.   The side door by
Tim holds the club’s 4 narrow corners.                  Photo by R. Rodriguez

After over a year of hard work the Club’s Module Transport Trailer or
Club Trailer made its debut during the multi-club practice session in
July.  Ken Meade purchased the trailer over a year ago and proposed
building a club trailer to shuttle equipment from one event to another.
The PWMRC membership approved the idea and authorized funds for
its construction.

Originally, the trailer was a pop-top camper.  Ken removed the old
camper and the frame was sanded and repainted.  Ken purchased
pressure treated lumber and began constructing the new body to hold
all the club modules and equipment.  Club member Mike Haman also
assisted in the construction and wiring of the trailer.

The wood seams were weather proofed and the entire wood exterior
was painted Boxcar Red.

SEE TRAILER, PAGE 6, COLUMN 1.
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THE CORPORATE OFFICE
Board Members of the Prince William County Model Railroad
Club.

President
William Lyders
e-mail: president@pwmrc.org

Vice President
Pete LaGuardia
e-mail: vice_president@pwmrc.org

Secretary / Treasurer
Tim Hall
e-mail: sec_treas@pwmrc.org

Membership Officer
Roman Rusynko
e-mail: membership_officer@pwmrc.org

Member at-Large
John Huntzinger
e-mail: member_at_large@pwmrc.org

Assistant Secretary
Mat Thompson
e-mail: Asst_secretary@pwmrc.org

2001 MODULAR SHOW SCHEDULE

October 2001

27-28: Potomac Library – Woodbridge, Virginia

November 2001

17-18 – Bull Run Library  - Manassas, Virginia

December 2001

15-16: Chinn Park Library – Lake Ridge, Virginia

FROM THE CAB
A Message from the Club President

By Bill Lyders, President

The Prince William Model Railroad Club is a young club (almost a
teenager) with a strong growth pattern and we are continuing to
break new ground. We just celebrated our 10th Anniversary in
June 2001. The club has grown from 7 charter members in ’91 to
59 members in 2001. That was the result of strong leadership, an
active membership, and a fun topic – model railroading.

Since taking over the PWMRC as your new President in June
2001, I have met with the Board of Directors in August and
discussed where we go from here – what do we do for the second
decade.

The focus as I see it, based on that BOD meeting, is to 1)
continue planning for our permanent site in Quantico, 2) upgrade
our emphasis on interesting new members, and 3) spice up our

present activities a little to maintain the interest of current
members. To do these things, we came up with a number of
suggestions that you will begin to see immediately.

The PWMRC leadership has already met with the PRTC, VRE,
and the Architect firm for the restoration of the Quantico Train
Station in August and discussed their latest option for us – to use
the south end of the station (a larger area than the original north
end). Progress is steady but still very slow.

To attract new members, we plan on doing more advertising with
flyers in hobby stores, in magazines, and use the library shows
this fall as drawing cars. The Membership Chairman will then
assign a current member as a mentor to a new member so that
they can more quickly and easily get active within the club.

By spicing up activities, we discussed the need to add some new
events at meetings. You should notice a significantly reduced
business meeting at meetings with layouts that are operating – it’s
more fun to operate trains and visit with members.  We will also
do more different types of things as a club. This will include more
train topic clinics (e.g. decals, engine and rolling stock
maintenance, scenery, etc.) at meetings, guest speakers on
railroad topics, rail fan trips, layout tours as a membership drive,
and the building of more modules. To facilitate this, a new
Activities Chairman has been identified – so please let him know
what you would like to see and volunteer to do or coordinate.

We also decided to split the Secretary/Treasurer positions and
designate/continue some new non-elected positions (Webmaster,
Newsletter Editor, Public Relations). The final item we chose to
pursue was to move the elections of officers a month earlier to
May to alleviate expenses with paperwork filing with the State of
VA. Each of these will require changing the Articles and By-Laws.

So, as you can see, we have created a vision of new things to
come. But we will need your participation. I’m confident you will
come through.⊗
____________________________________________________

BOARD BRIEFS
A Summary of Club Business over the Last Quarter

July 2001
Guest Speaker Ed Price, a member of the Potomac Modular
Crew and the Potomac Division NMRA Achievement Program
Chairman for Virginia spoke to the membership about the NMRA
Golden Spike award and the NMRA Achievement Program  Ed
presented a Golden Spike certificate to Mat Thompson.
Requirements for awards and downloadable forms are at
www.nmra.org.

Bill Lyders asked members to fill out an "operator's survey" to help
him understand member preferences to help design the Quantico
layout.

Bob Rodriguez briefly described the operating session on
Saturday, July 21. He said it was successful in terms of working
out a system for multi-club layouts.

Ken Meade has completed the trailer and loaded it at the
Saunders show. He suggested that at future shows, fobs (small
wooden tags) be handed out mid-Sunday afternoon. Each piece
of equipment will have a number. The person who's tag has that
number is responsible for tearing down, packing, and taking to the
SEE BOARD, PAGE 5., COL. 1.
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Microsoft’s Train Simulator

By Tim Hall

I haven't seen any reviews on Microsoft’s Train Simulator, but I
received it for Father's day. I loaded it up that night and had a
blast. The program appears to run strictly off your hard drive. I
have a set of speakers with a subwoofer hooked to the PC and
with the right amount of bass the dash nines shook the house as I
ventured through Maria's Pass. You can choose your views from
the locomotive, outside above the locomotive (as if flying at a low
altitude), outside above the rear of the train, inside a passenger
car (for passenger trains only) or an overhead coupler view for
switching action. They have steam, electric and diesel
locomotives. The selection is limited but I found a user's group
where guys have figured out how to repaint the locomotives and
cars.  One fellow has even created a SW1200 from scratch!

 Side
View of a locomotive

There are two U.S. routes (Maria's Pass and NorthEast Corridor)
and four international routes with promises of downloads available
later for additional routes.

After about 45 minutes of going through the mountains, turning
the sanders on and off and watching the snow, I finally decided to
see what happens if you wreck. Despite going 106 in a 40-mile
zone, I never derailed. (Editors note – Don’t try this on the club
layout!) Finally I found a stub end wye track and turned into it and
watched my locomotives and double stacks disappear into the
trees until the woods got full and the cars piled up in front of the
trees. "Activity Over" flashed on the screen and I lost my view of
the pile up all to quickly.  But while it lasted it was more fun than
watching the Western Maryland coal cars pile up on Ed Jr's
Harper's Ferry modules at every other club train show.

My Best Pile Up!

If you use "explore the route", there are no other trains on the
line. But with some quick thinking you can do some serious one-
train pileups. You get about ten seconds to view the carnage
before "Activity Over" flashes up. As yet, it seems like train
objects will not hit non-train objects like houses. I ran a cut of
eight oil tankers off a convenient stub end track in Glacier
National Park and they just piled up in the street in front of a
house. No explosions either! What a bummer! And the stupid deer
stand on the wrong track. What fun is that? I was able to move a
cow onto the rails but the train passes through it like it’s a ghost,
so I guess I didn't give it the right properties.

Cow on the Track!!!!

When you are in an outside view, you can rotate around the train
like you were in a helicopter and you can zoom in close enough
to read pretty much all of the reporting marks on the cars. There
is a screen capture feature, which I tried.

I then tried a couple of tutorials, one being driving an Acela into
the New Carrolton station and then onto Union Station. You have
to stay on schedule, and obey speed limits or the train
automatically stops. My daughter didn't want to let me run through
the end of the stub track at Union Station so I guess I'll have to try
that on another weekend when she is not around.

The manual is a PDF file but it’s not much to write home about. It
does get you up and running, as do several on-line tutorials.  But
the section on creating your own activities and routes is only
three pages.  When you go into that area (a separate application)
it's obvious that there are a zillion options such as time of day;
Station where you begin; real-time vs. fast clock; motive power;
weather (rain, snow or clear); other traffic scenarios (cornfield
meet); etc. I did do a "Save As" on an existing activity

The switching activities are a lot of fun, as are the passenger runs
and freight runs to stay on schedule, use sanders and brakes,
etc.

The official website is promoting buying it from Amazon for $45
but I think Best Buy sells it for $35. There is also a $18 book on
using it but a review on Amazon says it’s not worth 18 cents.

Happy Railroading! ⊗
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QUANTICO STATION UPDATE
News Concerning our Future Home

Quantico Station. (File Photo)

Our move to Quantico is moving forward, but slowly.  Members
should not be discouraged by the slowness of this process.
There are a number of factors affecting Quantico Station either
directly or indirectly, which slow the renovation of the station
down.

In August, PWMRC representatives met with members of the
Potomac Rappahannock and Transportation Commission (PRTC)
and the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) at PRTC’s offices in Dale
City.  At the time of the meeting, PRTC presented a new proposal
to PWMRC on space within the train station.  Option B as it was
referred to allowed PWMRC to use the south end of the building,
which currently houses the Railway Express Agency office and
the large restroom facilities.  During renovation, the restrooms
would be demolished giving PWMRC a tenant space measuring
32 feet by 50 feet.  Option B provided a larger area than Option A
which was PRTC’s original proposal. Option A encompassed an
area on the north side of the structure which measured
approximately 28 x 32.  PWMRC agreed that Option B would be
more beneficial to our goal for the train station.

The project architect was on hand to go over the needs of
PWMRC.  Power outlets and lighting, windows and door locations
were discussed.  All requirements by PWMRC were well received.

PRTC provided PWMRC with an update on lease negotiations with
CSX railroad.  As of the August meeting, CSX has submitted a
draft lease to PRTC.  PRTC is responding back to CSX with
several counter proposals.  In addition, the final lease needs to
incorporate PWMRC into the lease.  The current lease
negotiations are expected to take another two or three months.

The meeting was very positive.  In addition to the Quantico
discussions, VRE has tentatively invited PWMRC to set up a
modular layout at the December VRE Board Meeting.

Future information updates will be provided in this column.⊗

U.S. STANDARD RAILROAD
GUAGE
Author Unknown

The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4
feet, 8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly odd number. Why was that
gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England,
and English expatriates built the US Railroads. Why did the
English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built
by the same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's
the gauge they used. Why did "they" use that gauge then?
Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs
and tools that they used for building wagons, which used that
wheel spacing.

Okay! Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel
spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon
wheels would break on some of the old, long distance roads in
England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts. So who
built those old rutted roads?

Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (and
England) for their legions. The roads have been used ever since.
And the ruts in the roads? Roman war chariots formed the initial
ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their
wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome,
they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing.

The United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is
derived from the original specifications for an Imperial Roman war
chariot. And bureaucracies live forever!

So the next time you are handed a specification and wonder what
horse's ass came up with it, you may be exactly right, because
the Imperial Roman war chariots were made just wide enough to
accommodate the back ends of two war horses.

Now the twist to the story...

There's an interesting extension to the story about railroad gauges
and horses' behinds.

When we see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are
two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.
These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs. The SRBs are made by
Thiokol at their factory at Utah. The engineers who designed the
SRBs might have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the
SRBs had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch
site. The railroad line from the factory happens to run through a
tunnel in the mountains. The SRBs had to fit through
that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and
the railroad track is about as wide as two horses' behinds.

So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the
world's most advanced transportation system was determined over
two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's ass.

........ and you thought being a HORSE'S ASS wasn't important! ⊗
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Board, From Page 2.
trailer that piece of the club property. This system spreads the
task of breakdown equally amongst the membership.
Pete LaGuardia is putting together the details for a trip to the Big
E Train Show in Springfield MA.

Eric Nystrom made a motion and the membership approved
establishing a PayPal account for the club to use in selling club
cars or completing other transactions over the Internet.

Bill will ask John to put together a little article on the Timesaver
modules that we can send to MR and the NMRA.

August 2001

Bill Lyders gave a recap of the Board meeting held the night
before: Topics of discussions revolved around fundraising,
membership drives, splitting the position of Secretary/Treasurer
into two separate board seats, moving elections forward one
month to better coincide with the annual report to the State
Corporation Commission.

The following members are in charge of:
Jim Connal – Shirts
Tim Hall - Car Storage Boxes and Bags
Art Hawck – Events Coordinator (taking over from Bob R. in the
next few weeks).

Discussed getting corporate sponsors for the permanent layout.

Art Hawck suggested the possibility of additional income if we
could do some sort of mini-show (8' x 20' layout) at the
Washington Convention Center for a Dept of Transportation
Seminar. This would be a weekday event. Art will explore further.

Discussed the new yard interchange and throat design.

Bill Lyders gave an update on the NMRA survey of member
preferences and interests.
Twenty-two members have completed the brief survey:

Ø Fifteen like to watch and talk or run trains, more than they do
other aspects.

Ø Five are interested in operations such as switching
Ø two are interested in dispatching.

Bill Lyders said that in the recent Quantico meeting, the space
being considered has changed. We are now looking at a larger
space, about 32 x 50. He does not expect us to move until next
year.

John Huntzinger present some information on the Big E show for
Pete LaGuardia and asked for a participation deadline in
September

Bill Lyders said it took about 45 minutes to pack everybody out of
the Greenberg Chantilly Show (including the trailer).  The trailer
concept appears to working well. The trailer needs new tires and
they will be paid for from the reserve set aside for the trailer.

George Hughes told the members about the N& W Mini-
convention that will take place on November 3, at the Arcola Fire
Station (near Dulles Airport). Cost is $5.00 and BBQ lunches can
also be pre-ordered for $5.00.

The Board of Directors has appointed Mat Thompson as Clinic
Chairman. The intent is to have more clinics and less "business"
at our meetings. Mat will provide a plan to do this and share it with
the members.

 Web Site: Jim Connal reported on several updates.  They would
like to add more entries in the "how to" pages and are looking for
volunteers to show techniques.

New Staging Yard: Tim Hall and Tim Barr showed a yard plan that
used a double slip switch at the throat. The advantage of this
design is that inbound and outbound trains can all reach any of
the eight staging tracks.

September 2001

September 11th Meeting - Because of the Terrorist Attacks on
New York and Washington D.C. on September 11th, the
PWMRC Meeting on this date was cancelled.

September 25th – Our regularly scheduled meeting for this date
was held on time.  Below is a synopsis of topics discussed:

Bill Lyders said there have been no updates on Quantico. We are
now looking at a larger space, about 32 x 50

Pete LaGuardia said he would send out the Big E show
information to get attendance settled. He said the US Air flight was
being cancelled but Continental still offered a $105.00 round trip
fare.

Bill Lyders reminded members of the N& W Mini-convention that
will take place on November 3, at the Arcola Fire Station (near
Dulles Airport). Cost is $5.00 and BBQ lunches can also be pre-
ordered for $5.00. Layout tours will include Monroe Stewart and
Jim Brewer.

Art Hawck will be taking over as the Show Coordinator in January
from Bob Rodriguez.  Bob has served as the Event Coordinator
for the past 7 years.

Jason Cameron delivered many of the train boxes and bags that
members had ordered from Tim Hall ⊗

_____________________________________________________

2002 Membership Dues are up
for renewal.

$60 / year for Active / Charter
$18 / year for Associate

$12 / year for Junior

Make Checks Payable to PWMRC
Mail to:
PWMRC

P.O. Box 4801
Woodbridge, Virginia 22194



The Prince William County
Model Railroad Club

Presents…..

Our 10th Anniversary Club Car Sale

PWMRC 10th Anniversary Club Car.  Car shown with red door and black walkway applied by modeler.  Cars are all
white with lettering shown above.                Photo by J. Connal

10th Anniversary Club Cars are available while supplies last.
Cars are manufactured and lettered by Acurail.  Cars come

unassembled as a kit.  All cars are numbered PW2001.  Separate
car number decals are available upon request,

Car Cost:
Members - $12 for first car, $10 for each additional car

Non members - $14 per car.

PWMRC 10th Anniversary Club Car Order Form

Name ______________________________________ 1st Car                     Additional Cars                    Total
Address ____________________________________       Member 1 @ $12                  ___ @ $10 ea.      _____
City / State / Zipcode _________________________  Non member      ___ @ $14 each         N/A                                _____
Contact Phone Number(s) _____________________  Shipping / Handling (if not picking up in person)    add $4.00   _____
Email______________________________________                                                                           Total Enclosed   _____
Checks only please.  Make Checks Payable to PWMRC
Mail Order form and payment to:  PWMRC   P.O. Box 4801    Woodbridge, Virginia 22194
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Trailer, From Page 1.

The side door is equipped with a sliding tray that holds the club’s
four narrow corner modules.  Above the siding shelf are three
storage racks for the 2-foot by 4 foot staging yard modules.

The rear of the trailer has double doors that open to reveal several
more module storage shelves.  Ken uses the trailer to transport his
D & J modules.  But there is additional space for the club’s
interchange, staging yard throat and Bowing Men Pass bridge
modules.  There is enough floor space to store all the club
equipment tubs and banners.

The rear section opens to reveal shelves for Ken’s modules and club
equipment.             Photo by R. Rodriguez

The exterior of the trailer is equipped with marker lights, brake
lights and turn signals.  The trailer is currently licensed to Ken, but
the PWMRC Board is in the process of transferring title and
registration to PWMRC.

The club trailer is painted Boxcar Red.            Photo by R. Rodriguez

The introduction of the club trailer has freed up four to six
members from storing the club equipment.  Now that the
equipment is consolidated, one member can transport the entire
load to an event site at one time.

Ken is currently developing a numbering system, which will assign
members a particular piece of equipment at the end of the show.
The member will bring that piece of equipment to the trailer for
loading before departing at the end of a show.

Through cooperation of the membership and the hard work of Ken
and Mike, the club has simplified equipment transportation to our

events.  Thanks Ken and Mike for a job well done. ⊗

Help Bring Some
New Members into
Our Club
Every year we look to our membership to support our club
activities, whether it is a show, a clinic, or finding a permanent
home for our club.  Membership is not permanent.  Often people
move because of jobs or family.  We live in a highly transient
area.  Most of friends and neighbors as well as our club members
are in the military or government service.  This means that they
will spend some time with us, but often they will only be with us a
short time before they more on to another post or duty
assignment.   Therefore it is important that our membership
continue to grow.  It is even more important for each member to
realize that each of us can make a substantial contribution to a
membership drive.

How do we do that?  Here are a few examples:

Ø Bring a friend to a meeting or club event.  Invite someone
you know who has an interest in model railroading to one of
our meetings, clinics, or shows.  Introduce them to our club
and let them interact with the membership.  Some will decide
not to join, but others may appreciate the opportunity and
join on the spot.

Ø Hold an open house layout tour of selected member layouts.
Advertise the event at a local hobby shop and arrange a
meeting time at the hobby shop to drive the caravan to each
member’s home.  Maps should be prepared in advance.
Two to Three layouts in a local area with the assistance of
other club members helping at each layout can provide a
positive impression of our club and what it has to offer.
Don’t forget to have club information readily available for all
interested parties.

Ø Advertise, advertise and advertise!  Post membership
announcements in all model railroad publications and
community news bulletins.  Advertising reaches many more
people than word of mouth.  You never know how many
members you can get by publishing a membership
announcement in a hobby magazine or two.

Ø Finally, do more community oriented shows.  Our library
shows have been a big hit over the past several years but we
can do more.  Shows in shopping malls, and community
events will often appeal to a larger audience than the
professional train shows.  Consequently these events can
often capture that “arm chair” model railroader and
transform him into an active club member!

Remember that a club is the sum of its membership, therefore, the

membership is the lifeblood of the club! ⊗
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PWMRC LARGE LAYOUT
PREFERENCES

By William Lyders

In the June 2001 NMRA Bulletin, an article was included titled
“Operator Interaction and Layout Design”. The article was written
for people in the planning stage of a model railroad layout – like
PWMRC. The article addressed the operational aspects that
different people prefer in a large layout and their associated
personality types. Understanding them would help us understand
how we in PWMRC want to interact with our layout when we get it
built. That way we could design our layout accordingly and have a
layout that we would enjoy conducting operating sessions on.

The three operational personality types – Operator, Dispatcher,
and Railfan – are part of all of us. Each member of PWMRC will
exhibit preferences in each of the 3 personality types but may
have a dominant preference.

To understand the 3 personality types, let me summarize from the
article:

• Operator – They like to work the yard switcher or
take the way freight up that branch line because
they like switching. They prefer branch line
switching to main line operation.

• Dispatcher – They like to interact with a lot of
people and choreograph the layout operations.
The Dispatcher thrives on operating rules,
timetables, and realistic operation. A dispatcher is
the type of person that will plan, organize, and

conduct operating sessions rather than run trains.
• Railfan – They are the most easy-going

crewmember. They are quite content running the
passenger train or long freight and then highball
along the mainline. Or just sit back and watch the
trains rolling around the layout.

The article had an 11-question survey that a person can take to
see where their preferences lie. As PWMRC Layout Chairman, I
felt it was worth my time to get the members to complete the
survey and then for me to prepare some analysis of the results,
as an input to the Layout Committee. Over the period of July
through September 2001, I was able to get 32 PWMRC members
(or about 80% of the real active members) to take the survey.

 The survey results are shown in the plot below. In analyzing the
plot below, I learned the following:

• The PWMRC membership has a strong tendency
to be a Railfan, as approximately 70% had Railfan
preferences above 33% (See the R, R/O, and R/D
areas)

• The next highest preference is the Operator, with
slightly less that 40% with Operator preferences
above 33% (See the O, R/O, and O/D areas).

• The least likely member preference was the
Dispatcher with about 25% with Dispatcher
preferences above 33% (See the D, O/D, and R/D
areas).

• About 50% exhibited a preference for the Railfan
large enough to be less than 33% for the other two
(See the R area)

SEE LAYOUT, PAGE 8, COL. 1



Fall 2001                                      Page 8                            Issue Number 33
Layout, From Page 7.

• Only 15 % exhibited a preference for the
Operator large enough to be less than 33% for
the other two (See the O area)

• Only 10 % exhibited a preference for the
Dispatcher large enough to be less than 33% for
the other two (See the D area).

So what does this feedback mean to the Layout Committee – no
surprises here if you’ve observed our modular operations and
large layout home operations:
• Create long runs with wide curves for continuous running of

passenger trains and long freights.
• Create enough industries and branch lines to support some

switching, but do not make it the predominant activity.
Include some yards also for switching.

• Make the Dispatcher role simple until more people get some
experience and begin to prefer that role. Conduct operating
sessions more on existing layouts to gain Dispatcher
experience. ⊗

_____________________________________________________

Who’s Who on Committees

Here’s a list of members who are involved or coordinating various
activities for PWMRC.

Clinic Chairman -  Mat Thompson

Club Shirt Coordinator – Jim Connal

Events Coordinator – Art Hawck (As of January 2002.  Taking
over from Bob Rodriguez)

Layout Committee -  Lynn Kobliska, Al Limberg, Bill Lyders

Modular Storage Yard Committee -  Tim Barr, Tim Hall

Newsletter Editor – Bob Rodriguez

Quantico Building Committee – Tim Barr, Bob Rodriguez, Russ
Rusynko

Train Storage Box Coordinator -  Tim Hall

Web Site Committee – Eric Nystrom, Jim Connal
_____________________________________________________

RAIL EXCURSIONS
Here are a few photos of club activities from last quarter.

Summer came and went and after a great beginning at the
Manassas Railway Festival, PWMRC participated in two additional
modular layout events in July and August.

In July we gathered at Saunders Middle Show for a private multi-
club operations and practice session with Boy Scout Troop 964
and the Potomac Module Crew.  The Piedmont Railroaders were
not available to hook up with us at this event and they were
missed.  Never the less, we were able to assemble an impressive

layout that was 60% the size of our layout at the Annual Boy
Scout Train Show in March of this year.

Bob Sears does the preliminary DCC setup of all boosters.
         Photo by R. Rodriguez

Bob McKeever (2nd from Right) dispatches trains on the massive pike while
other participants observe the action.          Photo by R. Rodriguez

Club members gather by Ed Maldonado’s new, unfinished modules during
the ops session.          Photo by R. Rodriguez

During the one-day event we worked out some of our DCC
problems and refined our dispatcher and engineer protocols.  We
began setting up our layout at 7 am.  By 11 am we were running
trains on one loop and by 12 we had trains operating on both
SEE EXCURSIONS, PAGE 9, COL. 1
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loops of our large “E” shaped layout.  We enjoyed the day’s
activities and finished up by 5pm.  We even had two white
elephant tables on one side of the gym for members to purchase
second hand items throughout the day.

Bryan Kidd switches a cut of coal cars on the Boy Scout modules.
        Photo by R. Rodriguez

Everyone had an enjoyable time and our train wrecks were kept to
a minimum.  The event proved to be both enjoyable and
educational at the same time.  The goal was to better prepare us
for the 2002 Boy Scout Train Show next March and that it did.

In August we returned to the Capital Expo Center in Chantilly for
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show.  We assembled a 24 x 48 foot
layout in the rear of the exhibit hall.  The layout went together
without difficulty and we were running trains by 9 am Saturday
morning (two hours before the show opened!!!)  The layout
continued to function flawlessly throughout the weekend and
members enjoyed running trains and shopping over the two-day
weekend event.

PREVIOUS COLUMN: A cut of grain hoppers sits on a siding at Ken Meade’s
D & J Junction.  ABOVE: A glider pilot took too close of a look at Russ
Rusynko’s Manassas Yard.  Hope his insurance is paid up!

                            Photos by J. Connal

Trick or Treat?  Two candy box cars sit on a siding on Jim Connal’s Canyon
module as a train whisks by in the foreground.                Photo by J. Connal

There was no better way to end our show weekend than by heading off into
the sunset on Pete LaGuardia’s NYC passenger train.      Photo by J. Connal

After a brief rest in September we are now beginning our fall
library show season.  Stay tuned for more about those shows in
the next issue! ⊗



Fall 2001                                  Page 10                       Issue Number 33

THE TIME TABLE
October 9 (Tuesday)
Operations Session

Dale City, Virginia 

October 23 (Tuesday)
Operations Session

Manassas, Virginia  DCC 

October 27 – 28 (Saturday – Sunday)
Potomac Library Show – Woodbridge, Virginia
Show Times: Sat. 10a – 5p, Sun 12 – 4p

 DCC 
Note: November Meetings are 1st & 3rd Tuesday for
November ONLY.

November 6 (Tuesday)
Operations Session

South Riding, Virginia  DCC 

November 17 – 18 (Saturday – Sunday)
Bull Run Library Show – Manassas, Virginia
Show Times: Sat. 10a – 5p, Sun 12 – 4p

 DCC 

November 20 (Tuesday)
Operations Session

Dumfries, Virginia  DCC

December 8 (Saturday)
PWMRC Christmas Party
Dale City, Virginia

December 11 (Tuesday)
Operations Session

Lake Ridge, Virginia  DCC

December 14 (Friday)

VRE Board Meeting – Dale City, Virginia  DCC 

December 15 – 16 (Saturday – Sunday)
Chinn Park Library Show – Lake Ridge, Virginia
Show Times: Sat. 10a – 5p, Sun 12 – 4p

 DCC 

December 25 (Tuesday)
NO MEETING – MERRY CHRISTMAS

January  8 (Tuesday)
Club Meeting

Woodbridge, Virginia

January 22 (Tuesday)
Club Meeting

Woodbridge, Virginia 

Key: =Home Layout, DCC=DCC equipped
        =DCC Radio =DCC Infrared

                                                                  Please return to:

                 Prince William County
                                  Model Railroad Club

             P.O. Box 4801
                         Woodbridge, Virginia 22194

           Please Deliver to:

 The PWMRC News
Published Quarterly and is the official publication of the Prince
William County Model Railroad Club.  PWMRC News is distributed
to the general membership of the Prince William County Model
Railroad Club and affiliated organizations.

Articles from members are welcome.  All articles should be
submitted at least one month prior to publication dates as listed
below:
December for Winter Issue
March for Spring Issue
June for Summer Issue
September for Fall Issue
Views expressed are not necessarily endorsed by PWMRC.

Bob Rodriguez, Editor   e-mail  editor@pwmrc.org

How to reach us:
Submissions and inquires may be made to:
Mailing Address:
Prince William County Model Railroad Club
P.O. Box 4801, Woodbridge, Virginia 22194

E-Mail Address:
info@pwmrc.org – General Inquiries
editor@pwmrc.org – Newsletter Submissions
Web Site Address:
http://www.pwmrc.org
Eric Nystrom, Webmaster
webmaster@pwmrc.org
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