Ground Coverings

Presented by
Prince William County Model Railroad Crew




Begin with the End in Mind

All the track works flawlessly —
now what?

* Scene plan From:
* Terrain
* Foliage

* Scene breaks

To:




Elevation Changes

* Contours
* Hills
* Mountains
* Streams

* Materials
* Cardboard webbing
* Foam board
* Plaster
* Sculpey : —
* Hydrocal _ i
=0 .

Pro Tip: Create your elevations and let them sit for days/weeks/months. &hanges are

easier to make at this stage than later.



Base Layer

* Paint
* Earth Brown
* @Grass Green
* Desert/Sand Beige

* Water Blues and Greens

% Rock
* Differs by Rock Type

Pro Tip: Check local paint stores for mix errors. These are often sold at a discount.



*

*

*

Casting
Hand Carving
Store bought

Coloring

*

*

*

%k

Painting
Dying
Sealing
Mixed in with the casting material




Tunnels and Ballast

* Many types oftunnels‘\
available % Fine

# Add prior to ballasting * Medium
- — * Coarse

* Colors
* Gray
* Brown
* Cinder
* Blends
* Consider your area




Basic Ground Cover

Flocking

* @Qrass
* Weeds
* Forest Debris

Static grass

Hair grass
Premade clumps
Flowers

* % * %

% Key is to build up layers to simulate real-life turf



Roads and Pathways

Dirt Path

* Brick, Cobblestone, or
Other Walkway

* Concrete
* Asphalt or Blacktop PN T T
* Gravel

* Consider culverts and track crossings



Alternatives

* Scenery Mats
* @Grass
* Plowed Field
* Crops
* Sunflower Field
# Roads (with and without lines)




Water Features

* The “color” of WM
+* Debris S
* Water Edge
* Algae
Weeds

*
* Cattails
* Beach and shells

* Epoxy
* Modge Podge



Scene Breaks

# Wind breaks \

* Hedge rows

* Fence line

* Mountains/Tunnels

* Backboards

Pro Tip: Use colored toothpicks or other markers to indicate where each tree by type

will be planted.
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Materials

* For Ballast and Flocking * For Mats and
* Paint * Paint
« Brushes * Brushes
* Mat
* Ballast or Flock « Clue
* Spoon * Weights

* “Wet” Water
* Fine mist spray bottle
* 50/50 Glue

* For Static Grass
* Glue
* Brush
* Applicator
* Fibers



Resources

* YouTube.com ‘
+ Home layout videos e

* How-To videos
* Train shows
* Professional displays

* Books
* Everything from basic to pro-level techniques

* |Internet:
* Search for images of hills, mountains, fields, farmland, forests

* Websites



* Try to make it realistic \..

* Remember to scale

* Have fun!

One Of The Best and Most Detalled‘Model Rallroad Layout i in the World
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spFGH1n_4BU
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